
Design Technology Year 7 
   

Overview 

In year 7 pupils undertake project work to develop both their designing and practical skills.  
 
They use given Client briefs to work from and will considers user requirements when designing for 
others.  
 
Pupils are taught different strategies to inspire creative design thinking and develop their skills in 
using different hand tools and equipment including CAD/CAM to realise their design. 
 
In Food Technology pupils will Understand and apply the principles of healthy eating and a varied 
diet. They will prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes using a range of cooking 
techniques. Pupils will understand seasonality, and know where and how a variety of ingredients 
are grown, reared, caught and processed. 

Term by 
Term  

Year 7 pupils will be on a carousel either working in resistant materials or food technology. 
Therefore the order of when they are in the different specialist areas may differ from those below 
depending on which group they are in. 

Autumn 

Resistant Materials: The key ring project will be used to introduce pupils to the process of 
designing and making and some research. Pupils will find out where resources are kept, learn basic 
safety procedures, to get organised for practical work and become familiar with some important 
machines and hand tools that may be found in the DT working environment. 

Food Technology: This project will be used to introduce pupils to food technology. They will gain 
basic knowledge and an understanding of the principles of nutrition and health. Students will 
become more aware of how these impact a person’s health and wellbeing. Each student will cook a 
repertoire of predominantly fruit and vegetable based dishes so that they are able to feed 
themselves and others a healthy and varied diet. 

Spring 

CAD/CAM Skills: - The main aim of this project is to develop pupils understanding of designing for 
manufacturing, and of manufacturing itself. In this project the pupils will make an interesting maze 
game. To help develop their design ideas they will make prototypes and model using computer 
aided design (CAD). The final piece will be manufactured using a laser cutter (CAM) 

Summer 

Bookends Project: - In this project pupils will work in pairs and design and make a set of bookends 
that are inspired by young children’s literature/nursery rhymes.  They will learn cutting and shaping 
wood using hand tools and how to make different joints in wood. Pupils will also learn about the 
different types of wood and how they are grouped. 

Homework 
Homework is set every three weeks. The work set is available on SharePoint and Show My 
Homework (SMHW) system. Homework is based on the topics covered in lesson or further 
research to clarify understanding.  

Useful 
Resources 

http://www.technologystudent.com/ 
http://www.designsponge.com/2011/07/diy-101-building-your-toolbox-adhesives.html 

 


