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Year 12-13 (Linear A Level)  
 

 

Overview 

A-level Sociology offers the opportunity for students to develop the 
essential knowledge and understanding of central aspects of sociological 
thought and methods. The course content is based around two key themes. 
One; socialisation, culture and identity and two; social differentiation, 
power and stratification. Students will also be expected to understand 
different theoretical perspectives in relation to these key themes and how 
sociologists approach research in different ways according to their 
approach. In addition students need to know how sociology can be applied 
in the real world, such as through influencing government policies and 
social change. 
 
During the A-level course students will cover the topics of Education, 
Family, Mass Media and Crime and Deviance underpinned by Sociological 
Theories and Research Methods. These topics will be examined in three 
papers all worth 33% of the A-level.  
 
Course aims:  
 
Knowledge:  
- To develop knowledge of a range of perspectives including, 
consensus/conflict/social action, Marxist, Functionalist, New Right 
Sociologists, Interactionist, Feminists, Post Modernists and Social Democrat 
and the sub divisions within these theoretical approaches 
- To develop knowledge of key sociological themes such as socialisation 
(primary and secondary, social control), culture (values, norms mores, roles, 
customs), identity, social differentiation, power and stratification (status, 
class, gender. ethnicity) 
- To develop knowledge of the core topics and concepts within education, 
family, crime and deviance and mass media  
- To keep abreast of current developments within society (such as state 
policy relating to the family and education, current representations within 
the media and new laws or ways of controlling crime) and the links with 
sociological study 
 
Understanding:  
- To apply understanding of research methods to the study of education and 
crime and deviance - understanding key studies  
- To understand the full range of sociological material available including 
how to use findings from sociological research (both qualitative and 
quantitative data from formal and informal sources) 
- To understand and apply current issues and debates in the exam context 
 
Skills:  



- To research and find relevant evidence that can be applied in the exam as 
well as selecting appropriate evidence given by the teacher and course text 
book 
- To make synoptic links between social structures, processes and theories 
- To take a questioning approach to evidence and issues, thus developing 
critical, evaluative skills 
- To fully evaluate a range of sociological material and issues 
- To write fluently in an academic style, assessing and evaluating throughout 
with a clear line of argument 

 
Term by Term – Year 1 

Autumn 

Family  
� Functionalism, Marxism, New Right, Social Action Theory - The 

relationship of the family to the social structure and social change, 
with particular reference to the economy and to state policies. 

� Feminism and gender roles - Gender roles, domestic labour and 
power relationships within the family in contemporary society. 

� Social policy- The relationship of the family to the social structure 
and social change, with particular reference to the economy and to 
state policies. 

� Changing family patterns - Changing patterns of marriage, 
cohabitation, separation, divorce, child-bearing and the life course: 
including the sociology of personal life, and the diversity of 
contemporary family and household structures. 

� Family diversity- Changing patterns of marriage, cohabitation, 
separation, divorce, child-bearing and the life course: including the 
sociology of personal life, and the diversity of contemporary family 
and households structures. 

� Demography - Demographic trends in the UK since 1900; reasons 
for changes in birth rates, death rates, family size: life expectancy, 
ageing population, and migration and globalisation. 

� Childhood - The nature of childhood, and changes in the status of 
children in the family and society. 

 

Spring 

Methods  
� Practical, Ethical and Theoretical issues - The theoretical, practical 

and ethical considerations influencing choice of topic, choice of 
method(s) and the conduct of research. 

� Research methods - quantitative and qualitative methods - The 
distinction between primary and secondary data, and between 
quantitative and qualitative data. Quantitative and qualitative 
methods of research; their strengths and limitations; research 
design. The relationship between positivism, interpretivism and 
sociological methods; the nature of ‘social facts’. 

� Research methods sources of data  – sampling, questionnaires, 
observations, interviews, statistics, documents, experiments  

� Methods in Context - Students must be able to apply sociological 
methods to the study of education. 

 
Education  



� Education and policy - The significance of educational policies, 
including policies of selection, marketization and: privatisation, and 
policies to achieve greater equality of opportunity or outcome, for 
an understanding of the structure, role, impact and experience of 
education: the impact of globalisation on educational policy. 

� Functionalism, New Right, Marxism- The role and functions of the 
education system, including its relationship to the economy and to 
class structure. 

� Class and educational achievement external and internal factors - 
Differential educational achievement of social groups by social 
class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary society. 

 

Summer 

 
� Gender and ethnicity and educational achievement external and 

internal factors - Differential educational achievement of social 
groups by social class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary 
society. 

� Exam technique and revision  
 
 

Term by Term – Year 2 

Autumn 

Crime and Deviance  
� Crime, deviance, social order and social control – Functionalism, 

Marxism, Labelling, Realism 
� The social distribution of crime and deviance by ethnicity, gender 

and social class, including recent patterns and trends in crime.  
� Globalisation and crime in contemporary society; the media and 

crime; green crime; human rights and state crimes. 
� Crime control, surveillance, prevention and punishment, victims, 

and the role of the criminal justice system and other agencies. 
� Exam technique  

Theory  
� Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism, Social Action - Consensus, 

conflict, structural and social action theories. 
� Positivism vs interprestivism -The relationship between positivism, 

interpretivism and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social facts’; 
The relationship between theory and methods. 

� Objectivity and values - Debates about subjectivity, objectivity and 
value freedom. 

� Science - The nature of science and the extent to which sociology 
can be regarded as scientific. 

� Social policy - The relationship between sociology and social policy. 
� Globalisation and Post-modernity - The concepts of modernity and 

post-modernity in relation to sociological theory. 
 

Spring 

The Media  
� New media and their significance for an understanding of the role 

of the media in contemporary society 
� The relationship between ownership and control of the media 
� The media, globalisation and popular culture 



� The processes of selection and presentation of the content of the 
news 

� Media representations of age, social class, ethnicity, gender, 
sexuality and disability 

� The relationship between the media, their content and 
presentation, and audiences. 

Summer EXAM PREPARATION  
 

Homework 

Students should expect to be set at least one exam question a week in 
class or as homework. In addition to this they may also be required to 
carry out an independent research task or group work project to be 
presented or discussed in their next lesson. Students should also keep up 
to date with current affairs as using recent examples in the exam can raise 
exam grades.  
 
In total students should be completing at least 5 hours of additional study 
per week. As well as their homework they should be using the course text 
book to read ahead for the next lesson. They should also go over their 
notes and make mind maps and revision cards and complete additional 
reading and research.  
 
As the subject is 100% examined students should try to complete as many 
practice question as they can. In sociology it is also important to employ a 
range of evidence in the exam and for students to show that they 
understand the links between their study of sociology and wider society. 
This is why it is important for students to keep an eye on the news and 
read beyond the course text book.  

 
Additional 

Information 
Exam specification: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-
level/sociology-7191-7192/specification-at-a-glance 

 

Useful Websites www.sociology.org.uk 
www.sociologyonline.co.uk

 

 


