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Philosophy and Ethics  
Overview -  
Our A-Level Religious Studies offers a range of faith-specific options, ensuring 
students have a thorough understanding of diverse philosophical and ethical 
viewpoints. The students engage in philosophical debates ranging from the 
existence of God, to applying ethical theories to important issues such as; 
abortion. Students are learning about what makes a moral person and how 
that is practised in society. Students at A-level will explore questions 
including: “Why does an all loving God allow moral evil to occur in the 
world?”, “Do we have a soul”, “Are we given freewill?”.  
 
Over the two years, these are the topics looked at: 
Section A: Philosophy of religion  

• Arguments for the existence of God 

• Evil and suffering  

• Religious experience  

• Religious language 

• Miracles  

• Self and life after death.  
Section B: Ethics and religion  

• Ethical theories 

• Issues of human life and death 

• Issues of animal life and death 

• Introduction to meta ethics 

• Free will and moral responsibility 

• Conscience  

• Bentham and Kant. 
 
How is it assessed?  

• Written exam: 3 hours 

• 100 marks  

• 50% of A-level 
Questions  
Section A: Philosophy of religion – two compulsory two-part questions, each 
worth 10 marks and 15 marks.  
Section B: Ethics and religion – two compulsory two-part questions, each 
worth 10 marks and 15 marks. 
 In both sections, questions may span more than one topic. In each two-part 
question, the first part tests AO1 and the second part tests AO2 
 
Christianity  
Overview –  
Pupils will learn the fundamental doctrines of Christianity – why Christians 
do what they do and how this affects their lives. They will learn about 
Christianity, gender and sexuality and Christian beliefs about these issues. 
Throughout the Christianity and Dialogues section of the course, pupils learn 



about the resurrection and different interpretations of it, the prospect of life 
after death according to Christians and migration and how this has affected 
Christianity in England.  
Further, pupils will study how the relationship between Christianity and 
science has been fraught, and how some theologians have tried to restore 
the relationship. Moreover, what it means to fight a Just War, whether life is 
sacred and how this impacts how we live are all aspects of the course which 
are very demanding but also very intriguing.  
The dialogue between Christianity and Philosophy and Christianity and 
Ethics is also studied, pupils have the chance to look at what Christianity has 
to say with regard to philosophical theories that they have learned in the 
philosophy section of the course. This builds up their knowledge base and 
helps them to begin to apply knowledge into different contexts, something 
that not many A Levels offer. Overall this is a fascinating take on Christianity 
and the ways in which the belief in Christianity affects a Christians’ everyday 
life.  

Term by Term 

Autumn Philosophy and Ethics  
Y12 
Arguments for existence of God 
Evil and suffering  
Y13 
Religious Language  
 
Christianity 
Y12 
Sources of wisdom and authority 
God 
Self, death and afterlife 
 
Y13 
Christianity and the challenge of secularisation  
Christianity, migration and religious pluralism  

Spring Philosophy and Ethics 
Y12 
Religious Experience 
Ethical Theories  
Y13-  
Self, death and afterlife. 
Bentham and Kant  
Meta Ethics  
Freewill and Responsibility  
Conscience 
 
Christianity 
Y12 
Good conduct and key moral principles  
Expressions of religious identity  
 
Y13 
The dialogue between Christianity and philosophy 



The dialogue between Christianity and ethics  

Summer Philosophy and Ethics  
Y12 
Applying Ethical Theories  
Y1 Revision  
Starting Religious Language 
 
Y13 
Revision of Y1 and Y2 Content  
Exam 
 
Christianity 
Y12 
Christianity, gender and sexuality 
Christianity and science 
 
Y13 
Revision and exam  

 

Homework Homework can be a number of tasks including reading, transforming 
concepts into images, ranking theories in order to utility, writing essays and 
making notes. It will usually be set every lesson or at the teacher’s 
discretion.  

Additional Information Careers subject leads to –  
Law 
Medicine 
Journalist 
Teaching 
Civil service  
Engineering  
Tourism 
Health and social care  
Media  
Clergy  
 
Trips –  
Peter Vardy Conferences once a year to boost knowledge and 
understanding. 
Proposed trip to Auschwitz Birkenau.  
 

Useful Resources and 
links  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/as-and-a-level/religious-
studies-7062 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsgAsw4XGvU (The School of Life)  
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpvhlSLzg2LT89FNUuN-Sig (Wireless 
Philosophy)  
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX6b17PVsYBQ0ip5gyeme-Q (Crash 
Course Philosophy)  
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https://jakedoesrevision.blogspot.com/2013/01/a2-religious-studies-virtue-
ethics.html (Revision Blog)  
 
On Podcast- Philosophy of our time.  
 

• The Emotive Theory of Ethics by J.O.Urmson 

• Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder 

• The Pig that wants to be eaten by Julian Baggini 

• The Accidental Universe by Alan Lightman  

• Beyond Good and Evil - Frederick Nietzsche  

• Bible Matters - Peter and Charlotte Vardy 

• The puzzle of ethics - Peter Vardy  

• The puzzle of Christianity - Peter Vardy  

• Utopia - Thomas More  

• The Republic - Plato 

• Politics - Aristotle 

• Essence of Christianity - Ludwig Feuerbach  
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