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Year Group 
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Overview 

Students in Year 8 study a range of religions, including the six major world 
religions. They also look at philosophical questions such as how did the 
world start, should Christians be greener than everyone else and how do 
people see and represent God.  
 

 

Term by Term 

Autumn 
Half term 1 

• Should Christians be greener than everyone else? A piece of 
work discussing whether Christians have a responsibility 
towards the planet and how they can enact this responsibility. 
This builds on their knowledge from Y7 and looks in depth at 
stewardship and dominion.  

• Why are people good and bad? A look at the Fall of Adam and 
Eve and why this has made Christians believe that all people 
have Original Sin. This builds on their knowledge from Y8 and 
includes looking at how the Fall has influenced the role of 
women throughout history.  

  

Autumn 
Half term 1 

• Why do Christians believe Jesus is God on earth? A look at the 
incarnation of Jesus and why Christians believe Jesus is literally God 
on the earth. This builds on their knowledge from Y7 and looks at 
how Jesus is the incarnation of God, and if he is not, then who he is.  

• What kinds of salvation do Christians believe in? An understanding 
of salvation and what it means and how Christians respond to 
salvation. This builds on the their knowledge from Y7 and looks at 
how we can achieve salvation through different means.  
 

Spring 
Half term 1 

•  What do people believe about God? This explores how God is thought to 
be the creator of the earth, transcendent and immanent and His 
contradicting nature.  

• What happens when people die? A look at what Jews, Humanists and 
Hindus believe happens after death and how this affects the way they live.  

Spring 
Half term 2 

•  What are rites of passage and why are they important? Pupils learn 
what a rite of passage is, what the Jewish, Buddhist and Christian 
rites of passage are and why they are important to their respective 
religions.  

• What is morality? This is a look at what it means to be a moral 
person, looking at a number of moral dilemmas and thinking about 
how we solve them.  

Summer  
Half term 1 

• Why is life sacred? This is a scheme of learning where pupils 
undertake an investigation into why life is seen as sacred, from a 
Christian, Muslim and Hindu perspective. It looks at different kinds 
of life and animal experimentation and how we can respond to 
these dilemmas.  



• Why is there evil and suffering in the world? This is a scheme of 
learning on the philosophical and Christian understandings of evil 
and suffering and how this problem can lead to atheism.  

 

Summer 
Half term 2 

• Why is the Holocaust such a big deal? This is a scheme of learning 
about the Holocaust and why it is such a big deal in modern 
society still. Pupils learn about concentration camps and how 
Hitler and the Germans treated the Jews and why this was the 
case. This is a harrowing and thought-provoking topic.  

 

Homework 
Homework will be provided weekly via Show My Homework. Homework 
set will reinforce the skills learnt in lesson. 
 

 

 

Useful Resources 
All PowerPoints, resources and success criteria for each half term are on 
Sharepoint – RE – KS3.  
 

 


