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Year 7 

A Monster Calls Narrative and Descriptive Writing focus:   
This half term pupils will read this novel and explore key moments through 
film to help them visualise the scenes and understand key messages.  
Our focus this half term is to develop literacy and practise writing skills to 
create detailed descriptions and use a variety of sentence starters to engage 
the reader.  
 
Pupils will: 
• Use Reciprocal Reading Strategies confidently 
• Write using a variety of different sentence types  
• Use adjectives, adverbs, dynamic verbs and SMART PERSON descriptive 
techniques in writing  
• Write expressive, engaging dialogue  
• Organise their writing in paragraphs and use accurate SPAG 
 
 
 

Homework 
Home Learning will focus on developing literacy knowledge and confidence in 
spelling high frequency words. 

Year 8 

From a Different Point of View : Descriptive Writing 
Pupils will continue building on their understanding of and questions about 
John Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice and Men’ and explore the character of Curley’s Wife 
in more detail, considering ideas from a new perspective. Pupils will then 
build on this ideas by using Reciprocal Reading strategies to engage with 
various modern and nineteenth century texts.  
 
Pupils will: 

• Use reciprocal reading strategies confidently. 

• Develop strategies for brainstorming ideas and planning descriptions, 
in the style of GCSE tasks. 

• Use ambitious vocabulary and descriptive language techniques to 
effectively engage a reader. 

• Organise their writing in paragraphs and use accurate SPAG 
 

Homework 
Home Learning will focus on Reciprocal Reading and planning ideas for 
extended writing tasks. 

Year 9 

Noughts and Crosses: Non-Fiction Writing:   
Pupils will explore the playscript adaptation of Malorie Blackman’s ‘Noughts 
and Crosses.’ 
In engaging with this story of forbidden love and teenage friendships, pupils 
also develop their understanding of themes of segregation, institutionalised 
racism, prejudice and discrimination. 
 
 
 
 



Pupils will: 
• practise writing a range of non-fiction texts: including newspaper 

reports and articles from different perspectives of people 
experiencing injustice and discrimination, as well as writing in role as 
the characters in play. 

• explore structural devices used in plays commenting on techniques 
used to engage the audience  

• Analyse the language used to craft character and relationships 
 
 
 

Homework 
Blended Learning will continue weekly to deepen pupils understanding of 
these themes, including exploring context and using reciprocal reading 
strategies to read extracts from YA novels. 

Year 10 

AQA Literature Paper 2: Section C Unseen Poetry 
Knowledge Tests on language component (Paper 1) 
Pupils will: 

• learn to approach unseen poems and formulate exam-style answers  

• comment on ideas, messages and themes in poems 

• support their thoughts with relevant examples from the text and being 
able to decipher these in relation to the task 

• compare methods and explore the effects 

Homework 
Unseen Poetry (Green Booklets): Explore an unseen poem each week, 
unpicking the meaning, ideas, themes, language and structure 

Year 11 

AQA English Language Paper 1: Section A (reading skills) and Section B 
(writing skills)  
Pupils will: 

• read and understand a range of fiction extracts. 

• be able to identify and analyse language and structural features of texts. 

• evaluate a text, providing a personal response. 

• structure their own creative writing: descriptive and narrative 

• focus on writing using standard English and the correct use of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar. 

• practise using a wide range of vocabulary and sentence structures. 
 
AQA English Literature: Shakespeare – Macbeth 
Knowledge Tests on the literature component (An Inspector Calls) 
Pupils will: 

• recall and revise plot, characters and themes in the core text 

• engage in critical readings and make implicit links to the social, historical 
and cultural context 

• practise exam-style questions to structure their arguments cohesively  

• select a variety of quotes from different sections of the play 

• develop their analysis skills and exploration of language and structure 

Homework 
Paper 1 Language Reciprocal Reading skills (Blue booklets) 
Macbeth Revision (Orange booklet) 
Yellow booklets – exam practise (further revision) 

Year 12 

OCR English Literature: Dracula and The Bloody Chamber  
Pupils will begin exploring complex critical readings of the Gothic, building 
their understanding of Freudian, Feminist and Marxist ideas and their 
relevance within literature.  



 
Pupils will: 

• develop astute arguments regarding the presentation of key Gothic 
tropes in unseen texts 

• draw out relevant links across comparative texts  

• build knowledge of key critical ideas  
 
OCR English Literature: NEA Coursework  
 
Pupils will finish writing their final draft of the comparative NEA comparing A 
Streetcar Named Desire and Feminine Gospel. Pupils will also start reading and 
studying Atonement in preparation for the final NEA. 
 
Pupils will: 
 

• read, understand and analyse the text 

• be able to identify and analyse language and structural features  

• evaluate a text, providing a personal response. 

• focus on writing using standard English and the correct use of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar.  

• improve analytical readings of the texts, drawing on relevant secondary 
sources  

  
 

Homework 

Reading of the class texts 
Comparative questions analysing the texts 
Secondary and Critical readings of the texts 
Practise Exam questions 

Year 13 

OCR English Literature: Duchess of Malfi and Paradise Lost 
 
Pupils will finish reading Duchess of Malfi and start reading Paradise Lost 
(Book 9 and 10) 
 
Pupils will: 

• will explore contrast, connections and comparison between the texts 

• will understand how texts relate to literary traditions and genres 

• will identify how attitudes and values are expressed within the texts 

• will understand how the contexts in which the texts were written, 
influence the reading  

• explore the texts informed by different interpretations 
 

Homework 

Reading of the class texts 
Comparative questions analysing the texts 
Secondary and Critical readings of the texts 
Practise Exam questions 

Useful Resources 

The Gothic Anthology  
Anthology of Gothic Criticism  
Anthology of American Literature Criticism 
 

 


